PART I: CONCISE LIMBU GRAMMAR 



1,1 The Limhu language 

In terms of numbers of speakers and in terms of the vastness of 
geographical distribution Limbu must be considered the dominant and 
most important language of the Kiranti group of Tibeto-Burman lan- 
guages. Other names for the Kiranti languages found in the literature 
on Tibeto-Burman or Sino-Tibetan languages are "Rai-Limbu languages" 
and "Bahing-Vayu". 



In terms of its linguistic structure the Limbu language is dif- 
ferent in many respects from all other Kiranti languages. A conspicu- 
ous illustration of its separateness is provided by the existence of 
the glottal stop [?] which has proliferated into all parts of the syn- 
chronic grammatical system {of, 3.7). It is paradoxical that phonemic 
glottal stop is not very frequent but that it surfaces mostly as a 
predictable laryngeal phenomenon correlated to, and controlled by, the 
articulatory movements within the oral cavity. In this context it is 
of extreme interest to note the widespread use of glottal stop in 
Limbu singing. In contrast to Limbu the Rai languages have almost no- 
thing to compete with this abundance of a single phonic element. 
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